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Program note

"Is She Home?" is a deeply personal composition that
bridges history, memory, and sound to explore themes of
resilience and hope. Inspired by my grandmother, Sunja,
whose name reflects the cultural impact of Japanese
colonization (& Al 7+7 71), this work delves into the
layered history of Korea, where even names carry the
weight of historical and linguistic influences. During the
colonial era, naming practices were shaped by Japanese
conventions, such as the suffix "-ko" (-, meaning "child") in
female names like Mitsuko or Yumiko. Names like Sunja and
Deokja became common among Korean girls, reflecting a
blend of assimilation and resistance that symbolizes the
complex legacies of that time.

The composition weaves these cultural layers with the
sonic inspiration of wartime broadcasting and %1 7]
(transceivers), creating a temporal bridge where voices and
sounds from the past resonate with the present. Through
shifts in texture, static-laden vocalizations, and the
interplay of live ensemble and recorded elements, [ aim to
capture the fragmented yet enduring memories of wartime
communication. The imperfections in these
sounds—distortion, interruptions, and static—symbolize
the fragility of memory, reflecting the struggle to hold onto
or interpret the echoes of history.

Central to the piece is the playful refrain, “s= 2} oF & A}H”
(Sun-ja-ya nol-ja), meaning “Sunja, let’s play!” in English.
Written in Korean as = A}¢F (Sun-ja-ya), where -¢F is a
vocative suffix used to informally call someone’s name, and
= Z} (nol-ja) translates to “let’s play,” the phrase
phonetically sounds like Soon-jah-yah nol-jah. This refrain
is the main motif of the composition, serving as the
emotional and sonic anchor. It unfolds as a
call-and-response between my voice and the ensemble,
evoking the universality of childhood games while
reframing the traumatic backdrop of war through a lens of
imagination and hope. These moments of interaction serve
as a shared narrative, inviting performers and listeners to
participate in the act of remembering and reinterpreting
history.

Auditory transmission, such as radio and loudspeaker
broadcasts, has profoundly influenced my recent
exploration of sound. The ™ &2+4d 7] ¥ (South Korean
loudspeaker broadcasts to North Korea), for instance,
exemplify sound’s ability to bridge divides and evoke
profound emotional responses. These broadcasts
transcended mere communication, serving as lifelines that
challenged entrenched ideologies and inspired
reimagination. This transformative potential of sound
shapes my work, inspiring me to create musical expressions
that bridge sensory, political, and cultural boundaries,
fostering connection and hope for peace. By blending
playful motifs with the serious undertones of war, the



composition mirrors the way sound transcends boundaries Motif sample:
to foster connection and solidarity.

To heighten the spatial and cinematic qualities of the

oy

N>

performance, I considered the directional nature of
broadcasts by positioning musicians and speakers
throughout the performance space. The interplay of
pre-recorded and live elements creates a dynamic and
evolving sonic journey, enveloping the listener in an
emotional and psychological experience of history.

At its heart, "Is She Home?" is a tribute to the enduring
spirit of children like my grandmother, Sunja, who found
ways to hope and imagine a brighter future even in the
shadows of war. By layering cultural motifs, historical
references, and sonic textures, the work seeks to bridge the
past and present, offering a space to reflect on resilience,
memory, and the universal longing for connection.
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